CHAPTER XXXVII

FREE AND UNLIMITED COINAGE

IT WAS during the panic in 1894 that the
strike vote was defeated. We worked on
until the first of July, 1896, when our agree-
ment expired. By that time the tin mill was
on its feet The town of Elwood had grown
from a country cross-roads to a city of the
first class. As president of the imion, I had
steadily gained concessions for the workers.
We were getting paid every two weeks. It is
not practical to pay oftener in the tin trade.
A man's work has to be measured and
weighed, and the plate he rolls on Saturday
can not be cut and measured in time for him
to get his pay for it that week. For the pay
envelope is handed to him Saturday noon,
and his Saturday's rolling will not go through
the cutter until Monday. He can not be paid
for it until it is in shape to be measured. So
we were satisfied to be paid twice a month.

But the mill was now making big profits
209next step. That step would be
